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The Diseases of Society. (The Vice and Crime Problem.) 

By G. Frank Lydston, M.D. Philadelphia and London: 

J. B. Lippincott Company, 1904. 

Dr. Lydston has written a very interesting and noteworthy 
book which deserves careful perusal by all thinking Americans. 
The study of the criminal classes from a purely scientific standpoint 
has not made the progress in this country which it has in Europe, 
and this book may be considered as an attempt at a popular presen¬ 
tation of the results of the investigations of scientific criminologists 
adapted to the circumstances which prevail in this country. It 
deals with topics which are of vital importance to every citizen, 
thus the chapters on Lynching, Anarchy, and the Social Evil which 
not only go into the causes and the reasons why such things exist, 
but also give what the author aptly calls their therapeutics, throw 
light on subjects about which while there is much talk there is 
really very little knowledge. The sections on what the author 
terms “anarchy” of government, of law, of politics, and of capital 
and labor are very slashing and radical, and might be criticised as 
containing too strong enunciations of the author’s personal views. 

That part of the work which treats of genius and degeneracy is 
most interesting. The author accepts the view that “genius is 
abnormal and both the product and the cause of degeneracy,” and 
then proceeds to adduce facts bearing upon these points. He thinks 
that while genius may not be hereditary the neuropathic constitution 
which underlies genius is very distinctly an hereditary trait. Of 
course, in a work of this nature it is impossible to give complete 
references, or to always supply facts to support statements, but it 
is to be regretted that the author yields to the prevalent tendency 
of writers on such subjects to make isolated statements concerning 
persons, and to give lists of names of great men accompanied by 
a sweeping statement that they all were this, that, or the other. 
As an instance, on page 461 the author states: “Cuvier, Victor 
Hugo, Chopin, Bruno, Comte, Madame de Stael, Swift, Johnson, 
Cowper, Southey, Shelley, Byron, Carlyle, Goldsmith, Lamb, 
Poe, Keats, Coleridge, De Quincey, Chatterton, George Eliot, 
George Sand, Alfred De Musset, Newton, Chateaubriand, Balzac, 
Chatham, Burns, Dickens—all these beacon-lights of the history 
of genius showed indubitable evidences of degeneracy.” Such 
allegations are not only misleading but unworthy of a work which 
attempts the presentation of scientific facts even if in a popular 
manner. Dr. Lydston has occupied official positions which have 
brought him into intimate contact with criminals of all classes and 
descriptions, and his observations upon these unfortunates are, 
therefore, entitled to respect. He disapproves most thoroughly of 
the prison system which prevails in most parts of the United States 
and of the method of administering justice. He is opposed to 
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capital punishment, and strongly in favor of the indeterminate 
sentence. Dr. Lydston is a very thorough-going materialist and 
also a man of strong convictions who has no hesitation in expressing 
them. Accordingly, as might be expected, he runs counter to many 
of the cherished beliefs and opinions of society. The style in which 
he expresses himself on such topics is at times somewhat florid, 
and occasionally almost offensive; but we can readily pardon the 
author when we consider what a really useful book he has produced. 
It should be read by every thoughtful citizen, and we are sure that 
even though he may differ from some of the author’s conclusions, 
he will nevertheless find much food for thought in the facts he 
presents. F. R. P. 


The Surgical Treatment of Bright’s Disease. By George 
M. Edebohls, A.M., M.D., LL.D., Professor of the Diseases of 
Women in the New York Post-graduate Medical School and 
Hospital; Consulting Surgeon to St. Francis’ Hospital, New York; 
Consulting Gynecologist to St. John’s Riverside Hospital, Yon¬ 
kers, N. Y., and to the Nyack Hospital, Nyack, N. Y., etc. New 
York: Frank F. Lisiecki, 1904. 

Probably none of the newer surgical fields has excited more 
general interest in the surgical and medical worlds than the treat¬ 
ment of Bright’s disease by operation, and, therefore, this volume 
is one which is sure to be eagerly read. The most prolific writer on 
this subject has been Edebohls. The present book is divided into 
two portions, the first consisting of 142 pages, being the various 
papers contributed by Edebohls; the latter portion, consisting of 
178 pages, is comprised of a minute report of 72 cases which the 
author had operated upon up to the end of the year 1903, and 
his conclusions regarding the results. The work covers the whole 
history of the operative treatment for acute and chronic Bright’s 
disease, and is most interesting and instructive. 

Edebohls is naturally more enthusiastic than other surgeons who 
have had less experience and a higher mortality, but, nevertheless, 
he shows great fairness, and does not make any rash claims for the 
operation of decapsulation. He says that the operation is still on 
trial and must be judged by the ultimate results; that sufficient time 
has not elapsed since the introduction of the procedure to enable 
us to give a final judgment. A review of the cases reported must 
impress the reader with the undoubted position this operation 
should hold in surgery. It has unquestionably saved lives when 
nothing else would, and probably it only remains for us to learn how 
complete and lasting the cure is and to select the proper cases for 
its employment. Of the 72 cases detailed, but 7 patients died as a 



